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BOOKS of CONTROVERSIE.. 
_ . ExtraGted out of Wal/imghan's Search into Matters of Religion, Ka 


Part 3. Cc. 10. Þ. 468. 
To which is added, 
Thirteen QUERES of RELIGION or LIBERTY. 


Together with 


An Explanation of the Roman Catholics Belief concerning theſe Four 
Pomts-: Their CHURCH, WORSHIP, JUSTIFICATION, and 
CIVIE GOVERNMENT. 

As 1t was preſented to ſome Perſons of Quality, for their Particular 
SatisfaCtion. 


\ / Hoever you are,who intend to employ your ſelf in Reading 
7 Books of Controverſy,in order to your Satisfaction in Reli- 
o1ON, 

\ T.. You muſt apprehend this matter as a Point of ſingular moment 
and Importance, and not read lightly, either for curiofity as many 
do, or negligently for recreation, or to paſs the time ; nor with the 
Spirit of Contradidtion to find ont Faults, whereon to quarrel, with- 
out juſt occaſion : but ſincerely , and in Conſcience; making God 
himſelf the Judge ; and propoſing for that end, theonly knowledgand 
finding out of this Truth for your direction and inftruion, and his 
glory and ſervice ; for by this way, you will, as it were, oblige him 
to give you Light and Afliſtance to diſcern the ſame. And you muſt 
makeaccompt, that if the true comprehention or error, 1n any one 
principal Articlein Controverſy between us, doth draw with it the 
peril of Eternal Damnation, if we miſs therein; how much more'in 
themaltogether, whereof you intend to make Judgment by this your 
reading; for which cauſe you have great need to ſtand attent,be hum- 
ble, devout,indifferent, pray much, and be earneſt with God toenligh= 

ten youin this behalf. | 
_ **.2, When you begin to read about any Controverſy , -you'muſt en- 
deayour firſt, to apprehend well and briefly thetrue State of the Que- 
ion, not believing one ſideonly , but ſearching out what each ſide 
faith and holdeth therein ; for in this Point above others, you ſhalt 
find fraud oftentimes uſed by Writers of divers Sortsand Sets, every: 
one propoſing the ,State of the Queltion advantageouſly, as himſelf 
-would have the Reader to underſtandit, and not as his Adverſary 
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2 A Neceſſary Advice for 


3. When you have the true State of the Queſtion, be very careful 
to hold the ſame continually in your Mind,making often reflection and 
recourſe thereto, abc 1t the Diſcourſes you ſhall read in your Author , 
confidering well and attentively , whether they be to the purpoſe in 
*.” hand.and do level right at the mark propoſed or no, or run aſide toim- 
pertinent matters, as often they do,and fill up Leaves with things, that 
are far from the principal ſubſtance of the Queſtion. So as this muſt ſerve 
you,as the Plummet or Square doth the Maſon or Architect,to tell you 
whether the Building go {treight or no. And whatſoever you find that 
' Inferreth not,or concludeth not the principal Point in queſtion, that 

you muſt lay aſide for the time, thoit be , otherwiſe never ſo witty , 
pleaſant or profitable, until you have conſidered that which toucheth 
the purpoſe direQly; for you ſhall find many Authors in theſe our 
Days , who pretending to prove dire&ly ſome Concluſion in Contro- 
verſy, will afterwards {lip aſide, and draw you into ſo many by-mat- 
ters, as will either confound your Judgment and Memory, or weary 
your Patience, and thereby make all your Reading unprofitable, and 
to no purpoſe. 

4. Ponder well the weight of all ſuch Arguments as are alledged. 
For albeit they be to thepurpoſe and not wholly impertinent3yet they 
may be weak and feeble, and not able to infer ſo much as is required. 

And theſe may be of TwoSorts. Either out of Scripture, or ancient 
Fathers. As to the Scriptures, foraſmuch as not the ſound of Words, 
but the true Senſe and Meaning thereof is that which moſt importeth; 
the ſecureſt way,and moſt reaſonable to affure our ſelves of the true 
meaning of it, is to look and conſider, how the ſame was underſtood 
and interpreted by Antient Fathers before theſe our Controverfies did 
ariſe, As for Example, Catholics alledg for Purgatory Fire, 1 Cor.3. Tp- 
fe ſalons erit fic tamen quaſt per ignen. The Antient Fathers underſtood 
it ſo. Proteſtants alledg on their fide theſe Words of Solomon, 
IVhere the Tree falleth, there it Iyeth. But cannot bring any one Father 
for it in that Senſe. 

_ As for the Fathers themſelves , when they are alledg'd by any Par- | 
ty, it 15to be confidered in what Age they wrote , a, whether that 
which they ſay wasever found to have been contradifted,or reprehen- 

ded by others of that Age or after them. For when this isnot found, 
thoany Fathers Sentence doth not make a Matter fully de fide, yet it 
1s a weighty Proof, the thing which he affirmeth was ſo believed by the 
whole Church of his Days,and conſequently it would be great temeri- 
ty todiſcredit the ſame;for ſo muchas that Church being acknowled g- 
ed by all to have been the true CatholicChurch,it muſt needs be pre- 
fumed to have held nothing generally, that the Catholic known 
Church of the precedent Age did not alſo believe and teach ; and fv 
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Profitably Reading Books of C ontrover 


fromone Age to another, both upwards and downwards, may this 
Demonſtration be made, which ought to be a great Motive to a diſc 
creet manto think ſeriouſly hereof. | 
5. It is much to be conſidered, when the Teſtimony of any antient 
approved Father is brought forth, whether it be conform to the reſt 
of hisDodrine orno, containing a Concluſion, purpoſely treated by 
him, and not ſome particular Saying, wreſted from him by violence ; 
as oftentimes Proteſtants uſe to do. And therefore when the Matter is 
of importance, his whole Diſcourſe 1s to' be ſeen and peruſed, with 
what goeth before and what cometh after , to ſee how they hang to- 
_ And thisLadvertiſe you of in particular,that whenſoever you 
ee any clear or pregnant Authority of any one Antient Father, al- 
ledged by Proteſtant; for their own fide, there do you ſtand attent 
and examin the place exactly , and I do aflure you, you ſhall find ei- 
ther fraud uſed in mifalledging or miſconſtruing, or that the Place it 
ſelf, well conſidered, will anſwer it ſelf; for Truth cannot be contra- 
ry to Truth. With the obſervance of this only Note you will be ſure 
to haveall the Current of ancient Holy Fathers with you. 3 
6. This 1salſo worthy your weighing, that Proteſtant Writers upon 
all occaſions ſeek, as it wer«: by anticiparion or prevention, to diminiſh 
the credit of the Ancicnt Fathers , when they are brought againſt 
them; making compariſon between them and Scripture (where not- 
withſtanding there is no compariſon at all) and telling their Readers, 
they are not tobe believed as Judges inControverſy,except they, bring 
Scripture,and that you muſt think, underſtood and expounded tn ſuch 
ſort as they thamſclves may hike the Expoſition 3 which is an Argu- 
ment they have no confidence indeed in Fathers, tho for a ſhew they 
make fair weather with them for a time. And this is one notorious 
difference between them and us, . that when they alledg any place out 
of ancient Fathers, ſounding to the Favour of any Doctrine of theirs 
that 1s in Controverſy with usz if you demand them , whether. they 
will ſtand abſolutely to the Fathers determination in that,and allother 
Controverſies he handleth, they will refuſe it, but we not , if itjbe a 
Matter not contradicted or cenſured by any other Father, or by the 
Church of that time. | 
7. And laſtly, I muſt advertiſe you, that when you have read all 
the Proteſtant Writers, which you will always find of the ſame Spirit 
in ſlippery dealing z yea,and when you have readall the Books ofour 
fide alſo, if it were poſſible for you toread and ponder them all, .you 
will hardly find any certainRule to reſolve upon by your muchRead- 
ing ; for the one ſaying, andthe other unſaying 3 and the one accu- 
ſing the other of Falſhood, and proteſting Truth themſelves, will al- 
ways hold your Mind in ſuſpence. And the Controverſiesare ſo ma- 
2 2 | ny, 
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ny, and the Diſcourſes ſo large upon every Controverſy,and the ſhifts 
of them who mean not ſimply are ſo innumerable, that it will beim- 
poſſible for you to quiet and ſettle yourJudgment,without ſome more 
certain Rule than Reading at random. ' And albeit it were poſfible for 
a Learned Perſon, ſtudious and patient of fo much Labour, and had 
the Commodity of Books, to run through every Controverſy ; yet 
3s it not poſſible for thouſands that have not theſe helps. And yet we 
muſt think,God has left ſome way for them alſo, both to inform and 
reſolve themſelves ſecurely mn matters of Religion , which concern 
their Salvation. And this way 1s no other than the Univerſal, Viſible, 
Catholic Church. 

He who leaving his own Judgment relyeth upon the Authority and 
Determination of the Univerſal, Viſible, Chriſtian Church , as com- 
mended and propoſed by Chrift Himfelt to be obeyed , deſcending 
down from age to age for a publick Direction of all until the end of 
the World ; this man, beſides the merit of obedience, deſerveth alſo 
the praiſe of the higheſt wiſdom 3 for to prefer the Judgment of ſo 
great a number of learned, holy and vertuous men as have been, and 
are, inthe Church from time to time, before his own private JOIN, ; 
15 moſt evident and apparent wiſdom, even conſidered according to 
the Principles of Human Wiſdom ; but more if we reſpect divine 
Reaſons : as namely, That our Saviour himſelf hath promiſed to be 
with the Church, and affiſt the ſame with his Holy Spirit unto the 
Worlds end;inſomuch that the gates of hell ſhall never prevail 
againſt it, to bring it into Errour. And the Apoftle 

1 Tim.2.1s, St. Paul doth aſſure us, that it 1s and ſhall be ſo6c% a pillar 
and foundation of truth, that we may build and relie upon 
the ſame without fear of falling. Which thing the Holy Father 
St. Argaſtine conſidering, gave this general Direftion in his Book 
14 againſt Creſconixs the Heretick : Quiſqnis falli metiit hujus 
$18. 11b.cont : RIA 
Creſe. c. 22 Obſeuritate queitionis, Eccleſiam de ea conſultat : Tf any one 
fear leſt he ſhould be deceived by the Obſcurity of this Queſtion, 
let him conſult the Church about it : Which muſt needs be meant of the 
Governours and Chief Paſtors of the Church. This way then [ 
adviſe you to, as a more compendious, eaſie, and certain way, than 
to weary your felt by reading many Books, whereof one doth im- 
pugn and contradict another. 

This was the Method uſed by the Primitive Church. St. Paul aid 

Li. to the Corinthians, Sz quis videtur contertioſns eſſe, non ta- 

«© lem conſnetudinem non habemys mee Ecele/a Dei 5 But if any 

man ſeerr to be contentions, we have 119 ſuch Cjtorz, nor the 

Church of God. See Tertulian*s whole Bu :k de Preſcript. adverſus 
Heret. Alſo ſreneus his Five Books ag3intt Heretics, ; 
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QUERIES 
Religion or Liberty. 


I. Hether the Flock and Church of CHRIST (to whom was 

promiſed Grace and Eternal Happineſs) be that Compa- 
ny and Society of People Chriſtened in his Name, who by Order of 
Government, Rules and Decrees trom him. and his Apoſtles, were 
united in Faith, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and manner of Life called 
Religion ? 

IT. Whether by Separation. or Excommunication from that Socie- 
ty and Unity, are loſt thoſe Promiles ? 

II. Doth Chriſtian Religion conſiſt in Matters of Morality, or 
Ceremony of Indifterency to be accepted, or rejeed, and altered, 
at the choice, judgment, and well-liking of Private Perſons, Corpo- 
rations, or States ? < 

IV. Or doth it confiſt in the Laws and Rules of. Faith, and Life of 
Chriſtians, ſo important and binding, as that by the contempt there- 
of one muſt loſe Eternal Happineſs ? 

V. Whether thoſe Laws and Rules taught by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, bind as well the Chriſtians of ſucceeding Ages ( who 
could not be preſent to ſee and hear them) as they bound thoſe who 
were preſent, heard them taught, and ſaw their Original Writings? 

VI. Whether after the Death of Chriſt and his Apoſtles and Di- 
ſciples, by his Inſtitution other Perſons ſacceſhively in all Ages, were 
in order choſen and authoriſed, as Paſtors and Church-Magiltrates, 
to preſerve, teach, and promulgate thoſe binding Rules to all Na- 
tions £ 

VII. Were they Clergy-men or Lay-men, by whom immediately 
they were choſen, and authoriſed 1n thofe high Functions # 

VIII. Were all Chriſtians in ſucceeding Ages bound to believe 
what thoſe ſacceeding Paſtors or Supreme Church-Magiſtrates taught 

them, as binding Laws of Chrift and his Apoſtles 3 and that the 
Writings by them colletted, preſerv2d, and delivered 1n a different 
Language 


*Oueries of Religion or Liberty. 
Language from the Original, were the true Copies of Original Apo- 
*ſtolic Writings; and that the Sentence, Interpretations, and Utſe 
thereof delivered by them in Supreme Coun cils, for Unity and Peace, 
and to prevent Schiſms and Errors, were Rv\es which all Chriſtians 
were bound to follow ? 

IX. If not, then, What other Order was there left by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, for the Chriſtians of ſucceeding Ages, to be truly and 
undoubtedly informed what Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught, or wrote 
ſo many Ages before, as binding Laws to them that ſhould come af- 
ter, who never heard them ſpeak, nor ſaw any of their Original 

Writings ? | 
© XR. Whether to the Teſtimonies and Decrees of thoſe ſucceeding 
Paſtors and Supreme Church-Magiſtrates, and to their Sentence gi- 
ven upon the Controverſies of Religion, riſen in divers Ages, is due 
at leaſt as much Credit and Obedience (altho? perhaps ſome of them 
might be vicious in Life) as in Temporal Matters is due to the Laws, 
Interpretations, and Sentences of Supreme Civil Magiſtrates ? | 

XI. Or hath CHRIJST left ſuch Liberty to all ſucceeding Chriſti- 
ans, that they need not believe, credit, or obey any the Teſtimo- 
mies, Laws, Interpretations, or Sentences given by any Supreme Le- 
gal Governours, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, in their reſpe&ive Councils, 
farther than every particular Perſon, in his private Judgment, ſhall 
like, chuſe, and accept of ? 

XII. Whether a few particular Perſons, or ſome few of the Magi- 
ſtrates, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, for Diſcontent, or differing in Judg- 
ment from the united Body of the reſt, may, under pretence of Con- 
ſcience, or Reformation, ſeparate themſelves from that united Body 
and Society, and make new Tranſlations and Interpretations of 
Written Laws different from the former, and by Force and Perſia- 
ſfion draw People from their old Society, Unity, and Obedience, to 
New COT, Inſtitytions, and Rules of their framing, op- 
poſite and deſtruCtive to the former ? 

XIII. Whether Perſons fo aCfting, are better than Rebels and 
Uſirpers, or ſuch as $imz0z Maga, and thoſe that deſerted the Apo- 
ſtles to follow him ; and therefore to be avoided, as Perſons ſeparated 
from the Flock and Religion of CHRIST ? 
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If any give Anſwer, it is deſired to be Categorical and ſhort, without 
Diſconrſes of things not demanded. 
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mo of oy Reong mots _—_ concerning theſe Fo 
oints: {her | , 5 STIFICATIO 
CIVIL GOVERNMENT. J v, 


As prion preſented to ſome Perſons of Quality, for their particular Satif- 
fation, 


[. / E believe the Holy Scriptures to be of Divine Inſpiration, 

and Infallible Authority 3 and whatſoever is therein con- 
tained we firmly aſſent unto, as to the Word of God, the Author of 
all Truth. 

But fince in the Holy Scripture there are ſome things hard to be 
underſtood, which the ignorant and unſtable wreſt to their own deſtruction, 
2 Pet. 3. 16. we therefore profeſs (for the ending of Controverſies 
in our Religion, and ſetling of Peace in our Conſciences) to ſubmit 
our private Judgments to the Judgment of the Church in a free Ge- 
neral Council. | 

IT. We humbly believe the Sacred Myſtery of the Bleſſed Trinity, 
one Eternal, Almighty, and Incomprehenſjble God, whom only we 
adore and worſhip, as alone having Soveraign Dominion over all 
things, to whom alone we acknowledge as due from Men and Angels, 
all Glory, Service and Obedience, 1 Tim. 1. 17. abhorring from our 
Hearts, as a moſt deteſtable Sacrilege, to give our Creators Honour 
to any Creature whatſoever. 

And therefore we ſolemnly proteſt, That by the Prayers we ad- 
dreſs to Angels and Saints, we intend no other than humbly to ſol- 
licite their afliſtance before the Throne of God, as we deſire the 
Prayers of one another here upon Earth ; not that we hope any thing 
from them, as Original Authors thercof, but from God the fountain 
of all Goodneſs, thro' Feſas Chriſt our only Mediator and Redeemer. 

Neither dowe believe any Divinity or Vertue to be in Images, for 
which they ought to be worſhipped, as the Gertiles did their [dols, 
but we retain them with due and decent reſpect in our Churches, as 
Inſtruments, which we find by experience, do often afliſt our Me- 
mories, and excite our AﬀeCtions. EE 

II. We firmly believe, that no force of Nature, or dignity of our | 
beſt Work, can merit our Juſtification; but we are juſtified freely by 
Grace, through the Redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt, Rom. 3. 24- 

' And tho we ſhould by the Grac® of God perſevere unto the end 
12 a Godly life, and Holy Obedience to the Commandments z yet 
are our hovcs of Eternal Glory {ll built upon the Mercy of God,and 
the Merits of Chri/? feſws. 2 6 

All other Mer. ZE to our ſenſe of that Word) ſignifie no 
more _ 
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more than Aftions doneby the aſſiſtance of God's Grace, to-which it 

has pleaſed his Goodneſs to ,promiſe a Reward ; a Doftrine ſo far. 
from being unſuitable to the Senſe of the Holy Scriptures, that it is 

their principal Delign to invite and provoke us to a. diligent obſer- 

vance of the Commandments, by promiſing Heaven as the Reward of 
our Obedience. 1 Tim. 4.8. Godlineſs is profitable to all things, having 
the promiſe of this life, and of that which is to come. And, Rom. 2,6. 

God will render to every man according to his deeds, to them, who by pa- 

tient confidence in well doing, ſeck for Glory, and Honour, and Immorta- 
lity, Eternal Liſe. And again, Rom. 9: 13. If you live after the oe, 

ou ſhall die ;, but if through the Spirit you mortify the deeds of the Body, 
you ſhall live. And Heb. 6, 10. God 3s not unjuſt to forget your work,, 

and labour of love, which you have ſhewed for his name, &c. Nothing be- 

ing ſo frequently repeated in the word of God, as his gracious Pro- 

miles to recompenſe with Everlaſting Glory the Faith and Obedience 

of his Servants : Nor is the Bounty of God barely according to 

our Works, but high and plentiful, even beyond our Capacities, gi- 

ving full meaſure, heaped up, preſſed down, and running over, into the 

boſoms of all that love hint, Luc. 6, 38. 

Thus we belicyc the Merit or Rewaruableneſs of Holy Living (both which 
ſignifie the ſame thing with 11s) arile not trom the ſelt-valuc even of our beſt 
AXttions, as they arc ours; but trom the Grace arid Bounty of God : And tor 
our ſelves, we ſincerely profcls, Hhea we haze done all thje things which are 
commanted us, we are unjrofitable ſervants, Luc. 17. 10. hiwing done nothing 
but that which was our duty ; {o that our boaſting is not in our iclyes, but all 
our glory 1s in Chriſt, 

IV. We firmly bclieve, and highly reverence the Mora! Law, bcing fo ſo- 
lemnly delivercd ro Mojes upon the Mount, Exod. 20. Matth. ig. Eccleſ. 12. 13, 
ſoexprefly confirmed bv cur Saviour in the Geipcl, and containiis in it lelt fo 
perfect an Abridgment of our whole Duty toth to God and Man. : 

Which Moral Law we believe obliges all Men to proceed with ftaithtulnci; 
and fincerity in their mutual Contracts one rowards another; and therefore 
our conſtant Protcthon is, That we are moſt ſtrictly and abſolutelv bound to 
the exaCt and entire Performance of our Promiſcs, made to any Perſons, ot 
what Religion ſocycr; much more to the Magiſtrates and Civil Powers, under 
whoſe ProtcCtion we live, whom we are taughr by the Word of God to obey, 
nor only f:r fear, but conſcience ſake , and to whom we will moſt faithfully ob- 
{erve our Promiſes of Duty and Obedience, notwithſtanding any Diſpenſation, 

| Abſolurion,or other Proceedings ct any Fereign Power or Authority whatſoever. 

Wherctore we utterly deny and renounce that falſe and ſ:andalons Poſition, 
that Faith zs 73t to be kept with Heyeticks, as moſt uncharitably imputed ro our 
Practices, and moſt unjuſily pinned upon cur Religion. 

Thele we fincercly and ſolemnly protels, as in the fight of God, the Search: 
crot all Hearts, taking the words plainly and luoply, in their viual and ami. 


lar {enſe,; without any Equivocation or Mental Reſeryation whatſocycr, - 


#FINTIS 


- 


